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PREAMBLE

The Federation of the Christian and Missionary Alliance in Spain will function on the foundation and presupposition that a local church finds meaning and greater purpose when she fulfills her biblical responsibilities joined together with others and having the same ends, purposes and doctrines.

These By-laws have the following objectives:

A. State the basic lines of organization and administration of the Federation of Alliance Churches at the national level.

B. The union of the Alliance Churches that already exist, and those that will be formed, for a greater development of the work in Spain and in mission fields.

The following Statutes define the constituent elements of this federative religious entity and provide the necessary legislation for the efficient development of its ministry, the election of its officers, its administration and its institutions.

According to the teachings of the Word of God all believers redeemed by Christ constitute the church. The people of God must live and serve in obedience to His Word, and under the lordship of Jesus Christ. The New Testament teaches that Christians should group together by forming local churches with three basic purposes:

A. Worship God.

B. Build each other up in the common faith of our Saviour.

C. Announce the Gospel as a witness of Christ to the ends of the earth.

These purposes are to be backed up by a holy life and a spirit of service to the world, where Christians are called to exercise their beneficent influence. Therefore, these local churches must be governed by the Holy Spirit in the light of the principles and teachings of the Holy Scriptures, through the ministry of suitable/gifted servants of God, who are to instruct their brethren for the development of their spiritual gifts so that each church fulfills the mission that the Lord entrusts to them.
VISION (Missions and Holiness)

It is our vision to reach out to non-believers in our particular "Judea," "Samaria," and "to the ends of the earth," uniting the gifts and resources of local churches, while providing a meeting point and framework for collaboration and fellowship (communion) between the local churches, in obedience to the Lord's command and based on lives consecrated in holiness to the Lord.

CHAPTER I

NAME, ADDRESS, DURATION and SHIELD / LOGO

Article. 1º.  Name

This religious entity belongs to the evangelical or Protestant confession and will be known as THE
FEDERATION OF THE CHURCHES of THE CHRISTIAN AND MISSIONARY ALLIANCE OF SPAIN,

(FIACME).See Chapter 4 Membership Article 1 for full Spanish title
Article. 2º.  Registered Office

The registered office of the FIACME is established in Barcelona, at Calle Consejo de Ciento 64-68, Local 1.

Article. 3º.  Duration

The FIACME will have an indefinite duration and will carry out its activities throughout the national territory and outside it, being able to establish centers dedicated to the fulfillment of their goals in any place, with the agreement of the National Assembly.

Article. 4º.  Shield or Logo

The FIACME has a shield or logo formed by a cross above, in the right part a glass, in the left side a jar, in the area below a crown and surrounded in its half part a circle meaning the globe, and has the following meaning:[image: image1.emf] 




 


The Cross: Christ our Saviour

The Cup/glass: Christ our Sanctifier

The Jar: Christ our Healer

The Crown: Christ our coming King

The Globe: Bringing the Gospel to Everyone
CHAPTER II
OUR STATEMENT OF FAITH
1. There is one God,(1) who is infinitely perfect,(2) existing eternally in three persons: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.(3)
2. Jesus Christ is the true God and the true man.(4) He was conceived by the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary.(5) He died upon the cross, the Just for the unjust,(6) as a substitutionary sacrifice,(7) and all who believe in Him are justified on the ground of His shed blood.(8) He arose from the dead according to the Scriptures.(9) He is now at the right hand of Majesty on high as our great High Priest.(10) He will come again to establish His kingdom, righteousness and peace.(11)
3. The Holy Spirit is a divine person,(12) sent to indwell, guide, teach, empower the believer,(13) and convince the world of sin, of righteousness, and of judgment.(14)
4. The Old and New Testaments, inerrant as originally given, were verbally inspired by God and are a complete revelation of His will for the salvation of men. They constitute the divine and only rule of Christian faith and practice.(15)
5. Man was originally created in the image and likeness of God:(16) he fell through disobedience, incurring thereby both physical and spiritual death. All men are born with a sinful nature,(17) are separated from the life of God, and can be saved only through the atoning work of the Lord Jesus Christ.(18) The portion of the unrepentant and unbelieving is existence forever in conscious torment;(19) and that of the believer, in everlasting joy and bliss.(20)Salvation has been provided 
6. through Jesus Christ for all men; and those who repent and believe in Him are born again of the Holy Spirit, receive the gift of eternal life, and become the children of God.(21)
7.  It is the obligation of a believer in Jesus Christ to give testimony of his/her faith and salvation by means of baptism.  The mode of baptism to follow is immersion.
8. It is the will of God that each believer should be filled with the Holy Spirit and be sanctified wholly,(22) being separated from sin and the world and fully dedicated to the will of God, thereby receiving power for holy living and effective service.(23) This is both a crisis and a progressive experience wrought in the life of the believer subsequent to conversion.(24)
9. Provision is made in the redemptive work of the Lord Jesus Christ for the healing of the mortal body.(25) Prayer for the sick and anointing with oil are taught in the Scriptures and are privileges for the Church in this present age.(26)
10. The Church consists of all those who believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, are redeemed through His blood, and are born again of the Holy Spirit. Christ is the Head of the Body, the Church, (27) which has been commissioned by Him to go into all the world as a witness, preaching the gospel to all nations.(28) The local church is a body of believers in Christ who are joined together for the worship of God, for edification through the Word of God, for prayer, fellowship, the proclamation of the gospel, and observance of the ordinances of Baptism and the Lord’s Supper.(29)
11. There shall be a bodily resurrection of the just and of the unjust; for the former, a resurrection unto life;(30) for the latter, a resurrection unto judgment.(31)
12. The second coming of the Lord Jesus Christ is imminent(32) and will be personal, visible, and premillennial.(33) This is the believer’s blessed hope and is a vital truth which is an incentive to holy living and faithful service.(34)
[1] Deuteronomy 6:4, [2] Matthew 5:48, [3] Matthew 28:19, [4] Philippians 2:6–11, [5] Luke 1:34–38, [6] 1 Peter 3:18, [7] Hebrews 2:9, [8] Romans 5:9, [9] Acts 2:23–24, [10] Hebrews 8:1, [11] Matthew 26:64, [12] John 14:15–18, [13] John 16:13; Acts 1:8, [14] John 16:7–11, [15] 2 Peter 1:20–21; 2 Timothy 3:15–16, [16] Genesis 1:27, [17] Romans 3:23, [18] 1 Corinthians15:20–23, [19] Revelation 21:8, [20] Revelation 21:1–4, [21] Titus 3:4–7, [22]1 Thessalonians 5:23, [23] Acts 1:8, [24] Romans 6:1–14, [25] Matthew 8:16–17, [26] James 5:13–16, [27] Ephesians 1:22–23, [28] Matthew 28:19–20, [29] Acts 2:41–47, [30] 1 Corinthians 15:20–23, [31] John 5:28–29, [32] Hebrews 10:37, [33] Luke 21:27, [34] Titus 2:11–14
CHAPTER III

OBJECTIVES, POWERS

CHAPTER III

OBJECTIVES, POWERS

Art. 1.  Objectives

Art. 2.  Powers

Art. 3.
International Relations

Article 1. Objectives

This Religious Entity declares to have the following objectives:

A. Proclaim the truths of the Word of God (the Bible) to as many people as possible, presenting Jesus Christ as Saviour, Sanctifier, Healer and coming King.

B. Establish and guide local churches of the Alliance, respecting their autonomy, in order to contribute to their own development and contribute more effectively to the fulfillment of their Christian vocation.

C. Encourage fraternal relations with other evangelical entities of such doctrines and practices.

D.  Specific purposes are:
1. To maintain and develop to the maximum extent possible the fraternal relations, the communion and solidarity of the member churches among themselves.

2. To foster greater and more effective collaboration on the basis of interdependence among the churches, by channeling the various activities of common interest.

3. Biblical teaching and Christian edification of member churches.

4. The evangelization and missionary strategy of the country.

5. To promote the formation and foundation of churches, seminaries, institutes, foundations and religious associations.
6. The theological formation of ministers of worship, pastors and leaders, for the benefit of member churches.

7. The recognition of worship ministers, pastors and leaders, to develop the objectives of the entity.

8. To advise on the decisions of the member churches in the search for pastors and ministers of worship.

9. Christian charitable assistance, both among its members and in society in general.

Article 2. Powers

In order to achieve the above objectives, FIACME will have the following powers:

A. Request, receive, contribute and administer funds.

B. Acquire, prepare, maintain and dispose of all types of movable and immovable property.

C. To edit, print, acquire and distribute literature and materials that FIACME deems convenient and feasible for the development of its work in Spain.

D. To construct and maintain centers of Christian formation and religious assistance in general, as well as centers of cultural character, social assistance and rehabilitation.

Article 3. International Relations

This entity, although enjoying its own legal personality, maintains a special relationship of brotherhood with the evangelical churches denominated "Christian and Missionary Alliance" implanted in diverse places of the world.

Chapter IV

Membership

Article 1.  Admission

They will be members of FIACME (Federation of Christian and Missionary Alliance Churches in Spain) [the acronym is derived from the Spanish Federación de las Iglesias Alianza Cristiana y Misionera de España] those who submit a written request that is duly processed and accepted by the National Assembly.  Those churches that want join the alliance family will request entrance, and fulfill the requirements that are listed in the following articles.

Article 2.  Request for Acceptance: Documentation

The church that desires to become a member of FIACME will make the request in written form with the following documents attached:

A.  Accredited evidence of being legally constituted as a church, registered in the appropriate legal register of the Department of Justice.

B.  Their confession of faith and a copy of their statutes.

C.  Certification of the Annual Meeting of the Assembly of the church wherein it is confirmed:

1. The agreement to join FIACME

2. The agreement of the church to approve the Confession of Faith of FIACME

3. The agreement of the church to accept the Statutes and Internal Rules or Bylaws of FIACME.

Article 3.  Request to Enter: Procedure

The National Council of FIACME will examine the supporting documents submitted by the church making application and will then proceed to emit her own formal request to the National Assembly (NA). That entity (NA) will accept the request by 75% majority of the votes cast.

Article 4.  Rights and Responsibilities

FIACME is related to the local churches that comprise her, respecting their autonomy.

A.  Rights of the churches

1. Receive help from the diverse ministries of FIACME, as well as the various commissions created to such ends, according to the general budget.

2. Have a voice and a vote in the National Assemblies.

3. Name and be named for national positions through the people who are members.

4. Enjoy all of the rights derived from the goals and activities of FIACME.

B. Responsibilities of the Churches

1. Contribute regularly to the Common Fund of FIACME with an established percentage.

2. Respect the agreements of the National Assemblies

3. Respect the decisions of the majority, related to the work of FIACME

4. Recognize and expedite the functions of the National Council.

5. Fulfill the obligations assumed with the various ministries and commissions and any other activity of FIAMCE.

6. Fulfill that anticipated in these statutes and Bylaws (Internal Rules).

7. Subscribe to and maintain the Declaration of Faith contained in these Statutes.

Article 5.  Exclusion of Members

In failing to fulfill the obligations mentioned in these statutes there could arise, with a previous submission of an informing document, in which the church member is necessarily the interested part, the suspension of all or some of the rights of members, including her exclusion from FIACME, said decision to be adopted by the National Assembly.

CHAPTER V

ORGANIZATION AND GOVERNMENT

Article 1. National Assembly

The National Assembly holds all sovereignty and authority, and is the highest organ of the Federation, and its decisions are valid, committing member churches to respect, support and encourage them. It will be composed of the delegates of the member churches, and their function is as follows: 

A. To determine the principles and action of FIACME in order to best perform the purposes and objectives seen in chapter III.

B. To admit and exclude member churches in the Federation.

C. To elect, ratify and cease the components of the National Council, and to elect, ratify and cease other offices and components of national departments.

D. Approve, rectify or disapprove, as appropriate, the work of the National Council. This work will be presented through a report that will be sent to the member churches at least six weeks in advance of the date of the National Assembly meeting.

E. To approve, with any corrections that may occur, the budgets and statements of accounts of the FIACME, which will be presented by the National Council.

F. Confer legal representation in the positions of President and Secretary of the National Council.

The National Assembly shall meet on an ordinary basis once a year, and in extraordinary session when agreed by the National Council, in order to share experiences, foster a spirit of cooperation, promote spiritual edification, make decisions about problems and interests, etc. . It may also meet, when requested in writing and addressed to the National Council by a number of churches whose votes total one third of the total membership of the FIACME. The Assemblies must be convened with a minimum term of six weeks.

BASIC RULES FOR ASSEMBLY SESSIONS

1. Every official delegate of the Assembly must have a legitimate opportunity to express himself.

2. Every turn to participate in the debate must be initiated by asking the Presidency to speak and acceding to the request.

3. The person who speaks, unless he has a physical impediment, must stand while speaking.

4. No one can take a second turn to speak on the same subject before the Assembly, while someone who wishes to speak has not yet had the opportunity to speak.

5. No one shall consume more than two shifts in the same debate, except in exceptional cases requested by the Assembly or the Chair.

6. Shifts to address the Assembly shall be two minutes and to extend the floor for more than two minutes, the consent of the majority of the Assembly shall be required.

7. Every participant should follow the topic of the discussion, that is, the matter before the Assembly's consideration. If you move away from the topic, you must be called to order by the Presidency.

8. No participant has the right to speak to another member of the Assembly directly. On the contrary, he should always address the Presidency.

9. When a brother is forced to refer to another member of the Assembly, he will do so with due respect to the person, the church and the place where he is.

10. Any person speaking in a rude manner or referring to another person in the Assembly in a disrespectful manner, or who uses offensive language, shall be called to order by the Presidency. If circumstances so require, he may be disciplined by depriving himself of the floor.

11. The Presidency shall not prematurely end a discussion or debate as long as there are persons wishing to express themselves in the Assembly and have not yet had the opportunity to do so, but once everyone has had the opportunity to speak and the voting has taken place, it shall not interrupt the vote to hear someone who does not indicate in time their desire to speak.

12. The Presidency shall protect the one who takes a turn to the Assembly against improper interruptions, such as for example, outward manifestations of a brother, transit through the church, or groups gathered separately.

13. The Presidency will declare out of order anyone who incurs personal attacks against any brother of the Assembly.

14. In case the atmosphere of the assembly is getting out of tune and the spirits are exalted, the president will have the authority to stop the debate in question and to initiate a time of prayer of 15 minutes. Then resume the debate according to the parliamentary rules for the assembly.

15. Any person who is declared out of order by the Presidency shall immediately sit down.

16. Any proposal to be put to the vote must be submitted in writing by the delegate to the table before being voted on, and proposals that are not on the agenda will not be accepted. Proposals must be submitted by the church, or group at the time set before the Assembly.

17. The Assembly shall be allowed to approve a person who is not a delegate.

18. Delegates will receive a badge to be recognized at the time of requesting the floor and when voting.

19. In the event of excessive disorder in the debate, the Assembly has the power to call to order.

Article 2. National Council

The National Council is the executive body of the FIACME and will be composed of: President, Vice President, Secretary, Treasurer and one or more members depending on the number of member churches in the Federation.

Choice of positions:

The positions of President, Vice-President and Secretary shall be elected by two-thirds of the delegates to the Assembly, and shall serve for a period of three years, and may be subsequently elected for one or more periods in the same office. To be elected president or vice-president of the National Council, the primary requirement is to be Spanish or a nationalized pastor of Spain, having exercised his ministry in a member church of the FIACME for not less than 7 years.
The positions of Treasurer and Members shall be elected by a simple majority of the delegates to the Assembly and shall serve for a period of three years and may be subsequently elected for one or more periods in the same position. In order to be elected secretary, treasurer or member of the National Council, the primary requirement is to be pastor, elder or ministerial leader, having ministered in a member church of FIACME for not less than 4 years.
The powers of the National Council are as follows:

A. Represent the Federation. The legal representation will fall on the people who hold the positions of President and Secretary.

B. Ensure compliance with the Statutes and Internal Rules of the FIACME.

C. Prepare and convene meetings of the National Assembly and execute the agreements of the same.

D. To advise and assist, as far as possible, member churches.

E. Recognize and accredit ministers of worship, pastors, missionaries, etc., for ratification in the National Assembly.

F. Manage FIACME funds, prepare annual budgets and settle them.

G. Establish the economic allocation criteria for the personnel hired by the Federation.

The National Council shall hold its regular meetings as often as it deems necessary, at least twice a year, and in an extraordinary manner as determined by its President on its own initiative or at the request of two of its members. In order for the decisions or agreements of the National Council to be valid, they must be accepted by a majority of the votes, and at least three-quarters of the attendance is necessary.

Article 3. The Officials

Functions of National Council Officials

A.  The President

The President shall have the following functions:

1. It shall preside over the meetings of the National Assembly and the National Council and shall ensure the strict fulfillment of the purposes of the FIACME.

2. Prepare the agenda for such meetings in consultation with the Secretary.

3. Represent FIACME at the national and international levels.

4. It shall be an ex-officio member of all the organs and departments of the FIACME, and shall be summoned to its meetings.

B.  The VicePresident

The Vice-President shall assume the responsibilities of the President in case of:

1. The latter was unable to hold office.

2. If the President so requests.

3. In case of resignation or death of the President.

C.  The Secretary

  The Secretary shall have the following functions:

1. Write the minutes corresponding to the meetings of the National Assembly, as well  

    as the National Council, and send copies to the members of the Council, and 

   decisions of the Assembly to the member churches.

  2. Formalize the legal documents that require signature.

  3. It will carry a current file of all the members and churches of the FIACME.

  4. Represent FIACME at the national and international levels.

  5. It will take care of the official correspondence of the FIACME.

D.  The Treasurer


The Treasurer shall have the following functions:

1. It will be responsible for receiving, storing and distributing FIACME funds in accordance with the approved budget in the National Assembly.

2. It will be authorized to open and carry the bank accounts of the entity, being necessary two signatures authorized by the National Council.

3. It will be responsible for keeping the accounts and will present to the competent bodies of the FIACME the balance sheets, the settlement of the budget and report of its management.

4. Prepare a preliminary draft budget that will be submitted to the National Council for its study, revision and subsequent submission to the National Assembly for approval.

E.  Two Members without portfolio
The members without portfolio shall have the proper duties of their position, performing the functions entrusted to them by the National Council.  

CHAPTER VI

PATRIMONIO and DISSOLUTION

Article 1. Patrimony 

This Federation, by its very nature ecclesial, has no lucrative purpose and the profits arising from its activities will be allocated to the fulfillments of its purposes. 

The patrimony of the FIACME consists of the real and personal property of all current organs and departments and those that may be created in the future. The economic resources provided will come from donations that are provided by their members according to the approved budget. It will also have the right to receive resources and properties by any other lawful means, and by gifts and donations from its members and any other source from Spain and other countries. 

The acquired heritage mentioned above will be property of the FIACME to the exclusion of any particular law of persons or member churches that could be invoked on it.

Article 2. Dissolution 

If the National Assembly decides the dissolution of the FIACME, it shall appoint a Liquidator Special Committee, which, after fulfilling its relevant obligations, will donate the property to one or several Evangelical institutions, with priority to the churches that have been members of the Federation at the time of the dissolution.

The resolution to dissolve the FIACME can only be taken when it is approved by a three quarters vote in the Assembly.

CHAPTER VII

MODIFICATIONS

The present Statutes may be modified by a favourable vote of 2/3 of the members assembled in the National Assembly convened for this purpose, and will be ratified by the following National Assembly. Amendments shall be reported to all member churches of the FIACME at least three months prior to the meeting of the Assembly for study.

Explanatory Note from Pastor Ernie

The Spanish Document of Statutes contains additional appendixes dealing with the recognition and accreditation of workers, Ethics and Discipline of Workers and Guidance for the Committee on Ordination, etc.  

Since we as a congregation are considering membership with the Alliance in Spain, it was deemed that the translation of these documents was not necessary, since our primary concern deals with issues related to our relationship with the Alliance.  However, should anyone want to explore these documents, they are available in Spanish for your consideration.  
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